
Programme Specification ʹ Foundation Degree Veterinary Nursing  

& BSc Veterinary Nursing 

1. Awarding institution The Royal Veterinary College  

2. Teaching institution The Royal Veterinary College (University of London)  

3. Programme 

accredited by 

The Royal Veterinary College (University of London) & Approval to 

deliver the FdSc Veterinary Nursing course has been granted by The 

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 

4. Final award Foundation Degree in Veterinary Nursing or BSc Veterinary Nursing  

5. Programme Title Foundation Degree in Veterinary Nursing (FdSc VN) or BSc Veterinary 

Nursing (BSc VN) 

6. Date of First Intake September 2004 (FdSc VN), September 2008 (BSc VN) 

7. Frequency of Intake Annually in September 

8. Duration and Mode(s) 

of Study 

Three years full-time (FdSc VN), Four years full-time (BSc VN) 

9. Timing of Examination 

Board meetings 

June / July for yrs 3 and 4  

Sept for yrs 1 and 2  

10. Date of Last Periodic 

Review 

2013 

11. Date of Next 

Periodic Review 

2019 

12. Entry Requirements 

for FdSc VN 
http://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/foundation-

veterinary-nursing  

12b. Entry requirements 

for BSc VN 
http://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bsc-veterinary-
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RCVS Day One competencies (http://www.rcvs.org.uk/education/i-want-to-be-a-veterinary-
nurse/)   
Awarding Organisation Higher Education Institution Handbook 
(http://www.rcvs.org.uk/education/approving-veterinary-nursing-qualifications/) 

QAA VN Subject Benchmarks Feb 2015 

17 Educational aims of  FdSc VN and BSc VN programme 

Course Aims 

 Produce a safe, competent and reflective Veterinary Nurse who is eligible for admission to 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons Veterinary Nurse Register; 

 To provide a learning environment in which student Veterinary Nurses can take 
responsibility for their learning, and thus enable them to develop to their full potential; 

 To provide student Veterinary Nurses with the opportunities to develop a range of practical, 

http://www.rcvs.org.uk/education/i-want-to-be-a-veterinary-nurse/
http://www.rcvs.org.uk/education/i-want-to-be-a-veterinary-nurse/
http://www.rcvs.org.uk/education/approving-veterinary-nursing-qualifications/


At the end of the Certificate in HE Animal Welfare and Care, the student is able to: 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the basic care and animal husbandry of a range of small animal, 
exotic and equine species as required for veterinary practice; 

 Interact with colleagues, clients, patients and members of the multi-disciplinary team; 

 Demonstrate a range of skills providing basic care for small animals, exotics and equine. 
 

At the end of the FdSc VN Degree programme



Teaching/learning methods 

Stud



 Nervous System 

 Special senses 

 Blood & Circulatory System 

 Cardio-Respiratory System 

 Digestive System 

 Urinary system  

 Endocrine System 

 Reproductive system  

 Genetics & Embryology  
 
Pathophysiology and disease of the following systems:  

 Cells & Tissues 

 Body fluids 

 Musculo- Skeletal Integument 

 Nervous System 

 Special senses 

 Blood & Circulatory System 

 Cardio-Respiratory System 

 Digestive System 

 Urinary system  

 Endocrine System 

 Reproductive system 

 Clinically relevant comparative aspects of anatomy and physiology 
 

Year 2    

Emergency & Critical Care Nursing / Anaesthesia  

 Fluid Therapy 

 Monitoring the critical patient  

 Intensive nursing techniques 

 Triage and CPR  

 Monitoring  

 Equipment including monitoring equipment  

 Drugs & pain management  

 Emergencies 

 Anaesthesia of different species 
 

Year 2    

Diagnostic Techniques  

 Laboratory Health & Safety & equipment  

 Diagnostic test methods 

 Parasitology  

 Applied Microbiology 

 Taking radiographs, positioning  

 Developing & processing 

 Contrast techniques 

 Other techniques: MRI, CT 

 Ultrasonography 

 Radiography of different species 



 Endoscopy  
 

Year 3 

Applied Nursing Care 

 Nursing process and models of nursing 

 Applied nursing care to surgical & medical conditions 

 Preparation for surgical procedures  

 Post operative care 

 Dispensing of medications & Drug groups 

 Legal and professional responsibilities of dispensing 

 Pharmacodynamics & Pharmacokinetics 

 Running a surgical theatre 

 Schedule III techniques 
 

Professional Practice   

 Running a business 

 Basic accountancy (VAT, invoices etc.) 

 Staff management 

 Introduction to research & Literature searches  

 How to research using different sources ʹ internet, library etc. 

 Intro to evidence based veterinary medicine, role of clinical trials 

 Legislation affecting the veterinary professional 

 Ethical & Professional issues 

 Animal Welfare issues 
 

Year 4 (BScVN) 

Advanced Practice Toolkit 

Research Methods 

Final Year Project 

Elective modules:  

 Pathology 

 Teaching & Assessment 
 

Or a Graduate Diploma elective module  

 Emergency and Critical Care Nursing incorporating Fluid Therapy 

 Surgical Nursing incorporating Wound Management 

 Medical Nursing 



 

Foundation Degree in Veterinary Nursing (Years One, Two & Three) 

& BSc Veterinary Nursing (All Years) 

Year One (FHEQ Level 4) 

Professional Development & Clinical Skills I                                                                   20 credits  

Clinical Nursing Practice I  25 credits 

Clinical Nursing Practice II  25 credits 

Veterinary Nursing Applied Science I  25 credits 

Veterinary Nursing Applied Science II  25 credits 

 

Year Two (FHEQ Level 5) 

Professional Development & Clinical Skills II 10 credits 

Anaesthesia/Emergency and Critical Care 25 credits 

Diagnostic Techniques 25 credits 

 

Year Three (FHEQ Level 5) 

Professional Development & Clinical Skills III 10 credits 

Applied Nursing Care 25 credits 

Professional Practice 25 credits 

                                                                            Total Credits                      240 credits  

Year Four (FHEQ Level 6) 

Advanced Practice Toolkit (L6) 15 

Research Methods (L6) 30 

Final Year Project (L6) 60 

15 Credits from Elective Module (L6) 15 

                                                                            Total Credits          (All) 360 

 



 

Elective Modules 

Emergency and Critical Care Nursing incorporating Fluid Therapy 

Surgical Nursing incorporating Wound Management 

Medical Nursing 

Pathology 

Teaching and Assessment 

 (L6) 15 

 (L6) 15 

 (L6) 15 

 (L6) 15 

 (L6) 15 
 

20. Work Placement Requirements  A minimum of 1800 hours during the first 3 years 

ASSESSMENT 

Please refer to the Award and Assessment Regulations  

21. Date of product


