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Ireland, Quality Assurance Agency, 2008  
 
SEEC Level Descriptors for Higher Education, SEEC, 2010 

23. Aims of programme 

 To offer a high quality course incorporating extensive research experience, in which 
students are challenged by, and stimulated to challenge, accepted wisdom in all fields 
of biological science; 

 To prepare graduates for a PhD or careers in academic and commercial research, 
and in a range of graduate careers that involve the management and welfare of 
companion, farm, laboratory, working and wild animals. 

24. Overall Programme Level Learning Outcomes - the programme offers 
opportunities for students to achieve and demonstrate the following learning 
outcomes.  Learning outcomes should be specified for all intermediate awards as 
well as for the terminal award. 

E.g. On successful completion of the 

Bachelor of Science course, students will:  

Modules in which each learning outcome 
will be developed and assessed: 

 Have a detailed understanding of cell 
biology, physiology, and genetics 

 
Year 1 modules 

 Have a detailed understanding of the 
basis of infectious & non-
communicable diseases and the 
broader applications for disease control 

 
Year 2 modules 

 Display practical skills including the 
ability to design and execute 
experiments, analyse and interpret the 
resultant data, and present conclusions 
in a variety of formats. 

Year 2 Research Project 

 Be able to scientifically measure, 
explain, and evaluate animal behaviour 
and welfare 

Y1-3: Projects; 
Y2: Introduction to Animal Behaviour, 
Welfare and Ethics; 
Y3: Science of Animal Welfare;  
Animal Behaviour and Cognition;  
Applied Animal Welfare 

 Be able to debate and analyse the 

political, social, legal and economic 

context of animal welfare 

Y1-3: Projects; 
Y2: Introduction to Animal Behaviour, 
Welfare and Ethics; 
Y3: Applied Animal Welfare; 
Animals and Human Society 

 Have developed the ability to access 
appropriate information, make 
methodical observations on the normal 
and abnormal functioning of biological 
systems, discriminate between 
important and relatively unimportant 
information and observations, reflect 
on information and observations, and 
solve problems, and discuss 
uncertainty in relation to scientific 
“facts”, and balance different schools 
of thought. 

Y3 Project 
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25. Teaching/learning methods Approximate total number of hours 

Lectures 8-10 hours per week 

Practical / Directed Learning sessions 8-10 hours per week 

Tutorials & self-directed Learning 5 hours per week 
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Year 2, Term 2 Wild Animal Biology 5 15 Optional 

Year 2, Term 2 Introduction to Animal 
Behaviour, Welfare and Ethics 

5 15 Compulsory 

Year 2, Term 3 Animal behaviour and Welfare 
Research Project 

5 30 Compulsory 

Year 3, Term 1 Science of Animal Welfare 6 15 Compulsory, 
unless all 
three other 
Compulsory 
Y3 modules 
are taken, in 
which case 
an optional 
15 credit 
module 
maybe 
substituted 

Year 3, Term 1 Animal Behaviour and 
Cognition 

6 15 Compulsory, 
unless all 
three other 
Compulsory 
Y3 modules 
are taken, in 
which case 
an optional 
15 credit 
module 
maybe 
substituted 

Year 3, Term 2 Applied Animal Welfare 6 15 Compulsory, 
unless all 
three other 
Compulsory 
Y3 modules 
are taken, in 
which case 
an optional 
15 credit 
module 
maybe 
substituted 

Year 3, Term 2 Animals and Human Society 6 15 Compulsory, 
unless all 
three other 
Compulsory 
Y3 modules 
are taken, in 
which case 
an optional 
15 credit 
module 
maybe 
substituted 
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Year 3 Animal Behaviour, Welfare or 
Ethics Research Project 

6 60 Compulsory 

Year 3, Term 1 Advanced Concepts in 
Reproduction 

6 15 Optional 

Year 3, Term 1 

http://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/support-for-students
http://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/support-for-students
/about/the-rvc/academic-quality-regulations-procedures#panel-course-assessment-and-award-regulations-2019-20
/about/the-rvc/academic-quality-regulations-procedures#panel-course-assessment-and-award-regulations-2019-20

