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BVM/VN/MSc/
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Descriptor Critiqued Scientific Review Mark 
BSc 

Class 
BVM/VN/MSc/
CertAVP Grade 

Poor Answer 

Selection & Coverage of Material 

35 Fail Fail 

Incomplete and/or inaccurate account of task with inadequate description of 
hypothesis and inadequate description of PICO (patient/population, 
intervention/exposure, comparison and outcomes) methodologies used. 
Presence of significant, and/or many errors in selection of literature. 
 

and / or 
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Descriptor Critiqued Scientific Review Mark 
BSc 

Class 
BVM/VN/MSc/
CertAVP Grade 

Adequate 
Answer 

As for 55 but with more numerous, and/or more significant, 

omissions/inaccuracies/errors, flaws in understanding, interpretation, 

presentation and/or communication of information. 

 

 

 

52 2:ii Pass 

Sound 
Answer 

Selection & Coverage of Material 
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Descriptor Critiqued Scientific Review Mark 
BSc 

Class 
BVM/VN/MSc/
CertAVP Grade 

Good Answer 

Selection & Coverage of Material 

65 2:i Merit 

Systematic account of task with clear statement of hypothesis and PICO 
(patient/population, intervention/exposure, comparison and outcomes) 
question and relevance of both to subject area. Clear description of PICO 
methodologies used with no significant errors, omissions or inaccuracies. 
Description should include key words, eligibility criteria and information 
sources employed for the search, and search strategy used. 
 

Understanding of Concepts & Critical Ability 

Good evidence of understanding of the PICO process to critique scientific 
literature and address hypothesis.  Good evidence of critical ability and/or 
powers of argument and original/innovative thought expressed through 
appropriate refinement of inclusion and exclusion criteria and correct 
classification of ‘Level of Evidence’ of selected papers. Well-reasoned 
interpretation of the evidence collected outlined by appropriate conclusions. 
 

Structure, Clarity & Presentation  
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