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Diet:

Although many people choose to keep guinea pigs together with rabbits this is not advised.
Rabbits can carry a bacteria called Bordetella bronchiseptica which can cause a fatal respiratory
infection in guinea pigs. Rabbits will also often bully guinea pigs which can lead to injury or
deprivation of food and water. Rabbits and guinea pigs also have different dietary
requirements.

Don’t forget to provide environmental enrichment by giving them plastic tubes, cardboard
boxes, fruit tree branches (check to make sure they have not been treated with chemicals and
avoid cherry trees or others which are poisonous) and other things to keep them entertained.

Guinea pigs develop preferences for foods early in life and will often stop eating entirely if the
diet, presentation or appearance of their food or water changes. For this reason, it is important
to expose young guinea pigs to a large array of different vegetables, pellets of different brands
and tastes for them to accept them later in life.

There are two essential requirements in a guinea pigs diet: Fibre and Vitamin C. Guinea pigs are
unable to produce their own vitamin C and therefore have to have a source of this in their diet.
Pellets for this species do contain vitamin C but the level reduces with storage time.
Supplementation of vitamin C is best achieved by crushing a vitamin C tablet and sprinkling a
small pinch of the crushed tablet on their food each day. Vitamin C is unstable in water so pet
shop bought vitamin drops or powders that suggest adding to water should be changed daily.
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